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What’s Good to YOU? 

Why may OTHERS disagree? 



Purpose 



WORKSHOP Overview 
  

 Rationale 

 Introduction of YARDSTICKS 

 You apply to a LITERARY REVIEW 

 You apply to a SHORT STORY?? 

 Questions/Answers 

 Sample ASSIGNMENT (posted) 

 



 To become college and career ready, 

students must grapple with works of 

exceptional craft and thought whose 

range extends across genres, 

cultures, and centuries. Such works 

offer profound insights into the 

human condition and serve as 

models for students’ own thinking 

and writing. 



Bloom’s Taxonomy 

 Knowledge  

 Comprehension 

 Application 

 Analysis 

 Synthesis 

 Evaluation 

 facts  

 understanding 

 use 

 parts 

 reassembling 

 judgment 



 Integrate and evaluate content 

presented in diverse formats and 

media, including visually and 

quantitatively, as well as in words. 



NCTE/IRA Standards 

 Reading: 

Students read a wide range of 

literature from many periods in 

many genres to build an 

understanding of the many 

dimensions (e.g., philosophical, 

ethical, aesthetic) of human 

experience.  

 



NCTE/IRA - Standards 

 Conventions 
  Students apply knowledge of 

language structure, language 

conventions (e.g., spelling and 

punctuation), media techniques, 

figurative language, and genre to 

create, critique, and discuss print 

and non-print texts.  



NCTE/IRA Standards 

 Understanding 
Students develop an 

understanding of and respect for 

diversity in language use, patterns, 

and dialects across cultures, ethnic 

groups, geographic regions, and 

social roles. 

 

 



NCTE/IRA - Standards 

 Speaking 
Students use spoken, written, and 

visual language to accomplish their 

own purposes (e.g., for learning, 

enjoyment, persuasion, and the 

exchange of information).  



Purpose of YARDSTICKS 

 Have common set of yardsticks 
 

 Nine yardsticks adapted from  BETTER LITERATURE, 

textbook edited by Walter Blair and John Gerber, 

1959. 

 

 

 Move from quantitative  

           qualitative  
 

  

 

 Learn to articulate response 



Nine Yardsticks of Value 

Vocabulary for talking about books. 



Structure of Discussion 

 What?  

 How? 

 Advantages and disadvantages 



A MONTH in an HOUR 



1. CLARITY  

Careful reading    

UNDERSTANDING 



Forget  

self 

Forget  

circumstances 

2. ESCAPE 



Considering Escape 

 Humor – surprises 

 Exciting, fast moving, tense 

 Not too complicated 

 Not necessary to identify 

with hero/heroine. 



3. Reflection of Real Life 

Actuality = GOOD   

Distortion = BAD  



Reflection of Real Life 

 Known facts 

 Believable place 

 Characters in proportion 

 True to HUMAN NATURE 

 

 Not historian/scientist  



Truth to Human Nature 
 events commonplace 

  not “marvelous” 

 details proportioned  

 characters relatively complicated 

 choices not too easy 



Human Nature, con’t 

 change in character(s) 

understandable 

 action motivated 

 dialogues real conversation 

 

 



4.  Artistry in Details 

Pleasure compensates 

 for TIME spent 

language 

pattern 

calls to mind 



Measure of PLEASURE? 

Duration of moments 

Number of moments 



What books comes to mind? 



Books Taught for Years 



5.  Internal Consistency 

Parts ORGANIC WHOLE 



Internal Consistency  

 Relationship of parts to whole and 

to one another 

 Parts consistent and harmonious 

 Change detrimental to whole work. 



Advantages of Formal or 
Organic Yardstick 

 Brings attention to work itself 

 Makes one conscious of aspects 

one may not notice 

 Results in disciplined, precise 

statements about literary work 



 
Drawbacks to  
Internal Consistency  
  
 Concern only with unique work 

itself 

 Seems to focus on description, not 

evaluation 

 Attention to structure may ignore 

mood, color, connotation, and 

melody 



6.  Tone 

Attitude and personality of author 



 Tone - Considerations 

 Language, appropriate 

form, imagery, words, and 

rhythm 

 Personal quality - mind and 

emotions of author 

 Considers sincerity  and 

distinctiveness 



Avoid     confusion with  
 
“mood”.    

Tone = expressed by author through 

words, grammar, structure 

 

 

Mood = experienced by reader as a 

result of setting or atmosphere of work 

 



7.  Emotional Impact 

   

Emotional impact on READER! 



7.  Emotional Impact 

Type and intensity 

Components 

Duration 

Universality 



Emotional Impact, con’t 

 Considerations 

novel or hackneyed plot 

general or specific details 

stilted or sparkling dialogue 

trite or vivid language 

provocative or platitudinous 

meaning 



Chief concerns 

  Psychological   

the type 

intensity 

 Components 

duration 

universality 

 



Emotional Impact, con’t
  

 Recurrence on rereading 

 Similar impact on many people? 

 Similar impact long period of time? 

 Drawbacks 

Difficult to articulate emotional 

experiences 

Self-analysis may inhibit responses 

Focus on self rather than literature 



What books comes to mind? 

Emotions 

– Online 

- On drive 

http://teachingenglishlanguagearts.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/01/EmotionsFlyer.pdf
../ECN Responses/EmotionsFlyer.pdf


8. Personal Beliefs 

Ideas congenial to the reader.  
. 

 



Personal Beliefs  

Ideas oppose reader’s judgements  

morality 

religion 

politics and economics 

philosophy 

literary criticism 

 



Morality 

 Exemplifies proper conduct 

 Doesn’t deviate from mores 

 Is amoral – no sides 

 



Religion 

CHRISTIANITY 

ISLAM 

JUDAISM 

BHUDDISM 

OTHER  



Politics and Economics
  
 Class struggle 

 American Way of Life 

 Government banning books 

http://web.hisf.no/english/projects/Guns/burning-books.jpg


Philosophy 

 TRUTH 

 GOODNESS 

 BEAUTY 

 

http://www.aneducationalemporium.info/philosophy.gif


Literary Criticism 

 Changes with time 

18th Century – Simple and neat 

Structured poetry 

No loose Shakespeare 

Compact action – 24 hours 

 

 

 



Literary Criticism, con’t
  

 Contemporary audiences prefer 

vigorous, realistic details 

 free form 

colorful, journalistic flavor 

multiple points of view 

 

 



Personal Belief, con’t  

Weaknesses 

 Introduces irrelevancies 

 Tainted by prejudices 

 Conclusions may be crude/vicious 

 Can be manipulative, but need not 

be 



9.  Significant Insight 

Literature  

repository of best thought and said 



9.  Significant Insight 

mirror 

window 



Significant Insights 

 “criticism of life” 

 standard to measure ones 

thoughts and actions 

 insight into what is true, good, and 

beautiful 

SHOULD BE 



 Psychological Insight 

 New and profound psychological 

perceptions 

 More than reflection of life as 

reader knows it 

  

mirror window 



* Sociological Insight 

 How humans operate under given 

circumstances 

 Beyond general problems of 

individual 

 Impact of environment, economic 

system, political system 

 Folkways and mores 

 



Sociological, con’t 

 

 wise selection and interpretation 

from hit and miss reporting 

 thoughtful analysis from flippancy 

 sympathetic understanding from 

sensationalism 

This yardstick discriminates 



* Ethical Insight 

 Literature has dual role: 

 It must be pleasurable 

 It must be instructive (ennobling) 

 Effective blending = profound 

literature 

 

 

 

Weakness = narrowing of interests, 

dogmatism, intellectual absolutism 



* Metaphysical Insight 

 

 the nature of being 

 the fundamental causes or 

processes of things 

 relationship of humans to 

 nature 

cosmos 

God 



What is life? Why am I here? 

What is man’s eventual destiny? 

Is there a God? 

What is His nature? 

Is there purpose to our universe? 



Significant Insight, con’t 

 Avoid overuse or misapplication 

 Unfair refuse to apply standard 

when author attempts to deals with 

such difficult considerations 

 Most demanding of yardsticks 

 Works that measure high here are 

likely to be finest products of 

human genius! 



What writers come to mind? 



Response to Literature 

Yardstick 1 2 3 4 5 

Clarity 

Escape 

Reflection 

Artistry 

Internal 

Consistency 

Tone 

Emotional 

Personal 

Significance 



Understanding Critical 
Review of Literature 

 

   Use the chart 

to evaluate 

the critical 

review. 



Using Nine YARDSTICKS of 
Value 

Yardstick 1 2 3 4 5 

Clarity 

Escape 

Reflection 

Artistry 

Internal 

Consistency 

Tone 

Emotional 

Personal 

Significance 



It’s Your Turn 

to ANALYZE a review 



Use same yardsticks to 
ANALYZE 

literary criticism. 



How does critic feel? 

Yardstick 1 2 3 4 5 

Clarity 

Escape 

Reflection 

Artistry 

Internal 

Consistency 

Tone 

Emotional 

Personal 

Significance 



Share with Partner 



Response to Reading 

Yardstick 1 2 3 4 5 

Clarity 

Escape 

Reflection 

Artistry 

Internal 

Consistency 

Tone 

Emotional 

Personal 

Significance 



Responding to Reading 
 

   Use the chart 

to evaluate 

the piece of 

literature or a 

analyze a 

critical review 



Putting Them Together 

No WRONG answers, just 
unsubstantiated claims! 



Please check out my new book. 

Published by 

Rowman 

and 

Littlefield 

http://www.rowmaneducation.com/forProfessors/Details.shtml?command=Search&db=^DB/CATALOG.db&eqSKUdata=1607096307
http://www.rowmaneducation.com/forProfessors/Details.shtml?command=Search&db=^DB/CATALOG.db&eqSKUdata=1607096307
http://www.rowmaneducation.com/forProfessors/Details.shtml?command=Search&db=^DB/CATALOG.db&eqSKUdata=1607096307
http://www.rowmaneducation.com/forProfessors/Details.shtml?command=Search&db=^DB/CATALOG.db&eqSKUdata=1607096307
http://www.rowmaneducation.com/forProfessors/Details.shtml?command=Search&db=^DB/CATALOG.db&eqSKUdata=1607096307


Brainstorming 
Questions 

 What is your general response 

to this piece of literature?  

 Why have you ranked the work 

as you have?  

 What specific references from 

the literary work can you cite to 

substantiate your position? 

 



Organizing Essay 

     Strong qualities to weak?   

      Weak to strong?  

More subjective 

  qualities to less 

subjective ones?  

      Vice versa?   

      Some other way? 

 



Developing Essay 

     Make specific 
references to the 
literary work, but use 
quotations sparingly.  
Incorporate them 
seamlessly into your 
paragraphs.  

   

 
No WRONG answers, just 
unsubstantiated claims! 



Starting the Evaluation 

    In the opening 

paragraph, 

include the title 

and author of the 

work as well as 

your general 

response to the 

literature.  



Introductory Strategy 

   What quotation or startling 

statement can you use to 

enhance the introduction to 

your essay? 

 



Conclusion Strategy 

 Will your concluding 

paragraph summarize or 

reflect on the observations 

you’re including in the body of 

your essay? 

 



It’s YOUR TURN 

to MEASURE the Literature 



How do you know?  

 Consider 

Language – choice of words 

Positive or negative 

Order –  

Beginning or end 

Volume –  

words given to yardstick 

Other 

 



Nobel Laureates  

Project to apply the  

Nine Yardsticks of Value 

 

Imre Kertész, NL for Lit 2002 

 

Kertesz/Imre Kertész.ppt
Kertesz/Imre Kertész.ppt
Kertesz/Imre Kertész.ppt
Kertesz/Imre Kertész.ppt
Kertesz/Imre Kertész.ppt
Kertesz/Imre Kertész.ppt


Choose an Author 

PROJECT on Nobel Prize Winners for Literature - 1987-2007 

 

Criteria for choosing the author:  http://www.nobel.se/literature/articles/french-

lit/poster16.html 

 

 CHOOSE AN AUTHOR - Date Due _________________ 

 

 Peruse books by an author who won the Nobel Prize for Literature during your life time – 

1987-2007.  

 Choose one or two approved full-length book or collections of poetry or short stories.  

See attached list as well as the Hyperlinked list on the Bishop’s Library WebPages under 

GOOD BOOKS AND MORE. Only two students per class may be approved for the 

same author and work of literature.  Plan to read about 300-400 pages of prose and 

150-200  pages of poetry. 

 Acquire book(s) you will be reading and bring the current book to class daily. BORDERS 

BOOKSTORES have books by most of the authors on the list. 
 



Biography 
BIOGRAPHY – Date Due _________________ 

 Gather biographical information on your selected author. 
 Consult at least two different sources including at least one 

NY Times article written when the author won the prize. 

 Read the Nobel Prize acceptance speech.  Comment on the 
contents. 

 Write a 175-200 word biographical sketch that includes one 

quotation from the speech and other interesting and/or 
surprising information you gathered during your research.  

See website at 
http://www.nobel.se/literature/laureates/index.html 

  Insert a picture of your author as well. Photos available on 
the Nobel Prize website. 

http://www.nobel.se/literature/laureates/index.html 

 List, in MLA Style format, the sources you consulted. 

 



Critical Analysis 
CRITICAL ANALYSIS  

Reading and Responding to Others – Choose summary or response: Date Due: 

__________ 

 Read two to three critical essays written about the work of your selected 

author including at least one essay written about the work you are reading.  See 

Gale Group Website for Critical Essays Analyze each of the articles based on our 

Nine Yardsticks of Value.  What seem to be the dominant values reflected by the 

writer of each critical essay?   

 Complete a chart for each of these articles. (last page of your Nine Yardsticks 

packet – See our English IV file on COMMON DRIVE). 

 Write a one-paragraph summary each of your observations on two of these 

articles. (2 paragraphs total)  Include the full bibliographic notation for each article 

you summarize. OR 

  Write a one-page essay in support or refutation of the article written about the 

one of the pieces of literature or poetry collection you are reading. Photocopy the 

article, highlight the points you address, and attach this highlighted article to final 

copy of your essay.  

Writing Your Own Critical Analysis  - Date Due _________________ 

 Write your own 2-3  page (500-750 words) critical analysis of the book you are 

reading, using the nine yardsticks of value. 

 



Oral Presentation 
 

 ORAL PRESENTATION - Date Due _________________ 
 

Prepare a 5-7 minute presentation about your author and his/her work.  
Remember, a good presentation will be practiced ahead of time so that 

you can maintain regular eye contact with your audience, will begin with 
an inviting introduction, will sign post what you be including in your 

presentation, will be delivered in exciting, vivid, interesting language, 
and include a well rehearsed dramatic excerpt from the author to 

illustrate the points you are making, and may be supported by some 

visual aid as well.  If you are proficient at PowerPoint, you may wish to 
prepare a PowerPoint component for your presentation.  Before you 

decide to use PowerPoint, let me know so that I can arrange to have 
equipment available the day you’re scheduled to speak. See website for 

tips on creating PowerPoint presentations. http://www.actden.com/pp/ 

 



It’s YOUR TURN 

to MEASURE the Review 


