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Our Stories, Our Identities: Literacy History Project 

 

Throughout  Night and A Long Way Gone, as well as our social justice unit over all, we continue to explore the 

ways that stories, memories, language and our identities are interconnected.  Recall that when asked why he 

became a writer, Elie Wiesel responds by speaking of those who did not survive to tell their stories: 

I owe them my roots and memory. I am duty-bound to serve as their emissary, transmitting the history of 

their disappearance, even if it disturbs, even if it brings pain. Not to do so would be to betray them, and 

thus myself. 

 

We have discussed why Elie Wiesel feels so strongly that he has an obligation to bear witness and lessons he 

wants us to learn from his story.   

 

Now I want to hear your story. 

 

Consider what Sociology Professor David Shoem points out: 

The effort it takes for us to know so little about one another across racial and ethnic groups is truly 

remarkable. That we can live so closely together, that our lives can be so intertwined socially, 

economically, and politically, and that we can spend so many years of study in grade school and even in 

higher education and yet still manage to be ignorant of one another is clear testimony to the deep-seated 

roots of this human and national tragedy. What we do learn along the way is to place heavy reliance on 

stereotypes, gossip, rumor, and fear to shape our lack of knowledge. 

 

In this assignment, I’d like you to think begin with the thought of sponsorship and then continue to develop 

some kind of “portrait” of yourself as a literate individual.  You may consider “literacy” in terms of the 

traditional reading, writing, speaking, etc., you may view it broadly as “literacies,” as ways of knowing, or you 

may discuss your literacy in whatever terms you find most salient. 

 

Brandt introduces the concept of sponsorship as not only the figures are who have influenced one’s literacy 

development, but also the things—the magazines, encyclopedias, essays, etc. that have assisted us in acquiring 

literacy.  Sponsors also exist as those forces that regulate, suppress, or withhold literacy.  They are producers of 

goods—maybe not material goods—but goods that we, as people who’ve acquired literacy, have taken up. 

 

This portrait of yourself can take a variety of forms: mobile, comic, quilt, drawing, puzzle, scrapbook, essay, 

collage, portfolio, song, movie, children’s book, t-shirt, calendar, menu for a restaurant, photography exhibit, 

soundtrack, etc.  I’d love it if you designed something meaningful to you.  (40 pts.)  Points really mean nothing; 

your final is 10%.  The points are here so you know how I will be assessing the project. 

 

The following questions can guide you as you think about your own history: 

 

 How is our identity formed?  

 What does literacy mean to you? 

 To what extent do our talents, tastes, and interests define us? By our membership in a particular ethnic 

group? Our religion? By the nation in which we live?  

 Are we limited by the groups to which we belong or can we expand our horizons?   

 What opportunities do individuals have in our society to expand their horizons?  

 How does one make the most of those opportunities? 

 How do our attitudes and beliefs influence our thinking? How does our thinking affect our actions? 

 How can we keep our individuality and still be a part of a group? 
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 How are you regarded in your family in terms of your literacy acquisition?  How are you regarded by 

your friends? 

 How has your literacy changed/developed over the course of your life? 

 Do you view yourself differently in terms of how you use literacy in school versus how you use literacy 

in your free time? 

 Describe your memories of how you learned to read. 

 What were your favorite children’s books?  Why? 

 

Feel free to expand!  These questions are just prompts and don’t have to be answered in your work. 

 

So, here’s the gist: 

a) Project (40 pts) 

b) In addition, you should have at least one photo to accompany your project.  The photo should represent 

something about you as a user of literacy; bring this to the final to share or include with your final 

project. (5 pts.) 

c) You will present your project to the class.  (15 pts.) 

a. Define your literacy. 

b. Why did you do your project in the form that you did. 

c. Explain your “sponsors.” 

d. Explain your photograph. 

 

Honors Component: (10 pts.) 

You must provide a 2-3 page reflection on defining your literacy, what your literacy is, the process of creating 

your project and who your sponsors are.  Consider addressing some/any of the above questions.  MLA format. 

 
RUBRIC: 
Project  

Creativity:  the ability to invent, generate or construct something; originality and uniqueness; making new 

associations/perspectives of the creative mind between existing ideas and concepts covered in class. 

         

 /10 

Neatness:  clean; the organization of things into a state of order in a way that makes sense for your project; unblemished. /5 

Accurate:  characterized by ideas, images, representations, expressions within project being near to truth of yourself and 

intent; few obvious mistakes, including missing information (key components). 

/5 

Effort:  earnest and conscientious activity intended to do or accomplish something; use of thoughtfulness/mental energy 

used to complete assignment (i.e. more than “I chose to sketch this ‘lion’ because my favorite children’s book mentions a 

‘lion’”); evidence of time invested in project. 

/20 

Total /40 

 

Presentation  

Retelling:  Provide audience with adequate background information about why you chose to do the project in the format 

you did and what story it tells; do not read to the class.  Explains “sponsors” and photograph. 

/6 

Organized, Engaging, Creative & Comprehensive: Presentation must be formed and structured into a coherent whole that 

is efficient and methodical; it should be interesting, attractive in manner and behavior (don’t read to us and mumble) and 

presented in a unique and fitting style appropriate to your project.  Overall, your presentation must reflect a thorough 

understanding of your project as well as preparedness.  Entertain your audience!  Be unique! 

/9 

Total:   /15 

 

 

Miscellaneous  

Photograph      /5 

Grand Total  

    /60 


