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A Lesson before Dying by Ernest Gaines 

Journal Assignment – Due ____________________ 

Quotations Assignment: Copy into your journal one or two significant 

passages from each chapter. For each quotation, choose two of the following 

questions to which you will respond. Answer the questions in complete 

sentences. Label each entry by chapter, number of the quotation, and page 

number.  For example, for the first quotation entry you will label it Chapter 

One: Number One.  

Pay attention to strategies characters use to persuade others to change their minds or behaviors.  What is the 

dominant strategy? To the head, the heart, the pocket?  See page 2 on handout “Developing Talks to Convince 

or Persuade” Which character is most successful in persuading others?  Why? 

Quotations: Questions From Which To Choose:  

1. Does the quotation relate to a theme? If so, which theme and how does it relate?  

2. Does the quotation characterize Grant, Jefferson, or another character? If so, in what way does it 

characterize?   

3. Does the quotation indicate a conflict? If so, what conflict?  

4. Does the quotation provide detail about the setting? If so, what type of description does it provide? How 

does the setting description classify the time period?   

5. Does the quotation symbolize the lack of freedom of a black person at this time? Does the quotation 

symbolize the history of oppression of a black person? If so, to what part of history does the quotation 

relate?   

6. To what contemporary issue(s) do(es) the quotation connect? 

Quotation Example: 

Chapter One - #1 

 "I was not there, yet I was there." – page 3 

This quotation relates to the theme of social responsibility. A person cannot merely function within a 

society without becoming a part of that society. Once a person is fully immersed in that society, he/she 

in one way or another accepts a responsibility for occurrences that happen to people around him/her. It’s 

not unusual then for a person who is involved in his/her society to feel a personal connection with things 

that happen in that society even if he/she does not witness those occurrences first hand. 

This quotation characterizes Grant as a type of person who accepts his role in the society in which he 

lives and feels a responsibility towards those around him. Although he was not present at the trial, it has 

become personal to him and the remorse he feels for the situation could be none the more real if he had 

been there. 
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